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Kath's initial thoughts 
Some things in life are meant to be. One day in the Autumn of 1975 Phil & I wnt for a walk around the estate. We went into the wooden 
builders site office just being curious. We looked at the plans of future plats and couldn't believe the generous size of them. I got 
very excitedthinking of all the possibilities a big garden could bring.
Everything went smoothly and before too long the deal was done and we were the pround owers of the plat. Building commenced and the 
house was completed by June 1976. As well as a new house we also had a baby on the way so the saying "new home new baby" was very 
true.

What a difference a week made!



Correspondence with Janes 
builders in early 1976 - 
also an advert from the 
Crewe Chronicle in June 

1976









Goodbye to 2 Naseby Road. Top left photo 
late 1975 all the others early June 1976 

includes final lawn trim, tomatoes ready for 
moving, resting and posing by the front door



Construction of Number 55 on Plot number 
510 -- February to June 1976 



The photo's above shows a Houghtons 
van hired for the day with Fred and 
Dave loading at 2 Naseby Road and 

Phil with Dave unloading at 55 
Longdown Road. Above on the  right is 
the view from the front lounge window 

as it appeared on 26th June 1976.
The final picture here shows the back 
of 55  just after we moved in. Winnie 
is with Kath and Phil and the tomato 

plants thriving during the 1976 
drought. The back of the garage 

provided access to a "Fuel Store". The 
boiler was wall hung in the Kitchen on 

the back wall. 





 photo's on the opposite page start 
with Kath leaving Longdown Road on 
the 13th July 1976 on her  way to 
the Maternity unit at Macclesfield  

West Park Hospital (before the 
West Park and Infirmary hospitals 

combined) James arrived the 
following day. He can be seen leaving 

West Park with Kath. The arrival 
pictures at number 55 include the 
kitchen with it's "Hygena" kitchen 
units, the corner of the lounge and 
outside of the back door. On this 
page we see Toby dog who arrived 
around the same time as James.  



The photo's on these two pages date 
from 1976 - 1977. Includes James 

sitting up enjoying the sun (Edit this is 
Mary out of sequence, sorry!) - the 

greenhouse being rebuilt by Phil & Rob 
after a new base installation. 

Christening in Biddulph Road Chapel (now 
a house) & Christmas 1976   



James helping with leveling the lawn also shows a massive roller borrowed from somewhere 
and a scaffold pole left by the builders being used as a washing line post. 



James - memories:-
55 Longdown Road 

My thoughts by James Phillip Walton age 49 and three quarters.....

Favourite room?
After considering many options I have settled on the dining room. 
This is where we had the original Sunday Lunch, Christmas dinner 
and birthday parties. All of the main family moments were around 
the dinner table there.

Favourite spot?
2 main options ­ the lawn directly behind the house and the tree that 
used to be outside the garage that was the perfect shape to wash 
and repair my bike against. The lawn used to be used for everything 
and was big enough to play football, cricket, camp and have all the 
old gym frames and things.
The tree was a spot that I used for many hours fixing and washing 
bikes with all the bits I kept in the corner of the garage. 

Best home-cooked meal?
Either Sunday dinner ­ Roast Beef or Christmas dinner 

Old furniture you remember well?
The grandad chair that I now have…and I now know is not a 1 off 
piece of furniture! 
The rug in­front of the fire i used to play cars on
The bang & olufsen TV 
My Captain bed
The door that was made into a desk
The kitchen table we fought over the foot rest at 

Winter memory?
Eating ham and salad cream toasties while watching scores come 
in on ceefax
Making snowmen in the garden and on the field

Summer memory?
Watching the FA Cup final with the curtains drawn and watching the 
‘86 World Cup with the shadow across the pitch
Birthday parties in the garden 

What’s the biggest difference between how it looked when you 
were 10 versus how it looks today?
It is so much more modern, there was more carpet and warm wood 
that gave it a much different feel to the hard floors and white

Best feature of the house?
The openness ­ the french windows into the garden from the dining 
room
Practically ­ The driveway and the caravan parking area
The greenhouse has always been great for tomatoes
The garden in general
The window from the back bedroom overlooking the garden and the 
farm is an underrated feature 
Being able to move around in a circle, not living in a box was 
amazing



Summer memory?

Playing outside and in the garden ­ on the climbing frame, spinning 
on the bars. Obstacle courses made by Dad. Going round the paths 
­ up and around the side of the greenhouse.

What’s the biggest difference between how it looked when you 
were 10 versus how it looks today?

I think it’s much tidier now! The furniture and everything has been 
upgraded too since we left home. 

Best feature of the house?

The garden, and curved driveway. Views from the back ­ peaceful 
and quiet.

Mary - memories:-
55 Longdown Road 

My thoughts by Mary Kate Walton (as was) James's little sister....

Favourite room?

The lounge

Favourite spot?

The rug by the fire and in the kitchen looking what’s in the fridge!

Best home-cooked meal?

Sunday roast dinner ­ specifically the yorkshire puddings and then 
Mum’s apple pie

Old furniture / things you remember well?

The maroon sofas, the tiled top coffee table made by grandad, 
small kitchen stools, the captain's chair, the built­in wardrobes in my 
bedroom. The spongy wallpaper in the hallway and lounge that we 
could peel bits off. The red front door.

Winter memory?

Christmas Day mornings waiting to go downstairs together when we 
were allowed. Sitting on the rug by the fire watching tv ­ Last of the 
Summer Wine



 Here comes Mary. I978 and the 
house at number 55 has hardly 
changed. Opposite James's 3rd 

birthday party.

 Leaving Congleton War Memorial. The nurse 
handing over Mary is Gwen Brown the step 

daughter of Mabel Brown (Phil's God Mother!)



Looking towards the North (the football 
field) from the back garden.



1979 - 1980 - The garden is taking shape and the first shed appears. made with second hand 
timber from  Rushton Spencer and Wavey Larch Lap boards from Macclesfield Forest. 



The early 80's were full of 
childrens parties and Foster 
children (see next page). The 
garden improved and a home 

made conservatory was added 
behind the orginal garage.



MMeemmoorriieess  --  FFoosstteerriinngg  
55 Longdown Road - Foster Home - thoughts of Kath & Phil :-
During 1980/81 we talked about becoming foster parents and joined a 
group of other prospective foster carers for training and assessment. At 
the end of 1981 we recieved a letter copied here which set us on our way. 
Before this happened and while Kath was teaching at Cranage Hall Hospital 
school we gave respite care for one of her students, Vincent was 5 and 
stayed with us over one Christmas and for a few weekends. We believe it 
was challenging and very rewarding for all of our family. There weren't 
many children arriving but when it did happen it was always taxing.
First to arrive in 1982 were a brother and sister Simon (age 3) and Susan 
(age 10 months) for a short stay after they had been placed for adoption. 
They were happy smiling children - keeping them together was definitely 
the best option. An abiding happy/sad memory was Simon's love of ice 
cream, a big smile when the sweet flavour arrived but this was short lived 
as he winced in pain when the ice cream hit his rotting teeth. We then 
cared for Anne as part of "Home from Home" respite care, Anne had 
Cerebral Palsy which was testing for Anne's parents. Anne was primary 
school age and was able to undertake some activities including joining her 
local Brownies. 
Philip ( age 10) came to stay with us late in 1983. Philip was a lookalike for 
broadcaster/DJ Chris Evans. He was part of a large family who were 
having trouble controlling him. During his change of scenery with us there 
were no real issues, he was lively though and in need of time and support. 
He attended Black Firs School especially liking Maths and we gave him an 
electronic "maths type" electronic puzzle game at Christmas which he 
liked. He also went with us to a pantomine show at the Theatre Royal in 
Hanley (a foster carers outing trip). Fortunately he was able to spend 
Christmas with his family before going back home in the new year.
Lee (age 7) was a cheerful "knockabout" sort of child, he was also part of 
a large family and attended a special school leaving each morning  in a taxi. 

Lyn (age 4) arrived in a whirlwind. The whirlwind stayed with us until Lyn 
left. She didn't seem to pick up on the needs of others, Chaotic visits to 
the Stoke Garden Festival and the expressions on other visitors faces 
watching Lyn in action in the childrens play area will always remain with us! 

(Baby) Jonathan (Age 7 months) stayed with for a few days while his 
mother was in hospital
Danny (age 3) was with us for a short time, this followed an accident at his 
home and he arrived needing some time elsewhere.
Robert (age 4) had physical disabilities and came for respite care - he was 
very smiley and very popular with our own children.
We decided that it was time for us to stop fostering. However, one day we 
had a request as a 15 year old girl who had home problems needed  a place 
to live until she finished school at 16 when other options would be availble. 
At that time James was 16 and Mary 14. Joanne's time with us was 
extrodinary and her time with us deserves a separate entry - see entries 
for 1993



Some of our Foster Children - on the left 
Simon and Susan with James and Mary. On the 

right Lyn and Lee with Sam - note the old 
Turquoise bathroom. Also Philip at a wedding.



Sam - memories:-
55 Longdown Road 

My thoughts by Samantha Jane Walton (as was) ­ the girl with 
the big brother and big sister

Favorite Room?
The Lounge

Favourite spot(s)?

Where I used to play on my
 Sega Mega Drive in the lounge.
Also the grass path beside the Greenhouse 

Best home-cooked meal?

Roast Beef Dinner ­ especially Mum's Yorkshire Puddings
Dad's Omlettes ­ also the way Dad spread butter to the edges of the 
bread for sandwiches.

Old furniture you remember well?
The kitchen table where James and Mary were always argueing 
over the foot rest.
The Maroon heavy curtains
The alcove by the front door ­ always full of things
The Dresser with the blue cups and plates
Record player on the cabinet with all the records and tapes 
underneath.
Very heavy metal TV remote with orange font. (Edit ­ Bang/Olufson) 
Picture by the toilet that used to scare me everytime. (edit ­ see 
photo above ­ actually a nice old photo of Margaret Bowers)

Winter memory?

Toasties on Sunday's with Ceefax on  in the background
All walking down together on Christmas day mornings and in age 
order. I was  always first and turn the lights on ­ exciting.
Santa Claus coming on Christmas eve ringing his bell up the 
driveway.
Games that Dad and Uncle Dave did on Boxing Day (Edit ­ There 
were two "Treasure Hunts" alternating each year on Boxing Day & 
New Years day)

Summer memory?

Being in the garden on the blue slide.
Going up and down the drive on my blue tractor.
Riding my Coco bike with Jen (Edit ­ Jenny Fletcher lived next door ­ 
they had identical bikes and identical head bands!)
Pooch the dog with pink fluffy ears.
Obstacle courses with canes and plant pots.

What’s the biggest difference between how it looked when you 
were 10 versus how it looks today?

More modern, fresher feel, more organised.

Best feature of the house?

The garden.
Access to back lane through the gate. (Edit ­ gate that opens onto the 
playing field and gives access to track (footpath behing the garden)
French door to patio.
View at the back of the house



1984 
 Sam arrives in September. . 



1985

Camping out photo shows old patio door



Samantha's
Christening

Cousins

 Family 
Guests

 
All Guests



1986
A large photo showing what was 
often chaos in the back garden -- 
a well constructed shed but built 
with cheap materials - the long 
softwood fence difficult to keep 
upright - the "ramshakled" 
compost bins - the natural stone 
crazy paving flags which came 
direct from a quarry in Pott 
Shrigley - the vague boundary 
between the flower and vegetable 
gardens - one of many apple trees 
which produced loads of fruit..  



The two lower photos are in the back garden Sam and 
Jenny riding identical (Poppet) bikes, James is with 
Danny one of our foster children in the front garden.



1988
Sam is off to school 

Phil is back to a 
drawing board with 
advice on building an 

extension from  
friends Fred and 
Rex (a building 

expert at Hartford 
[Phil's workplace])   



Below a trench is dug alongside the old garage and conservatory 
so a new ouside wall can be constructed. Spot the "Piper" caravan! 

Triumph Dolemite Car
Foster child - Robert



The new garage takes shape, the old shed moved in 
readiness. Sam and Robert admire Kaths sunflowers.



 1988 Converting a garage into a room. Above Harold and Phil are 
removing the old garage roof. Below Phil is laying a new floor 
ready for the new "downstairs" room and a nearly finished photo.



Above and below are pages 7 & 8 of our meticulus  spending records. 
Inflation was very  high in the 70s peaking in 1975 at 24.2%, so (mostly by 
chance) the timing of our purchase of 55 was perfect. Our records show 
that the cost of the extension in 1988/9 was more or less equal to the 
orginal purchase cost of the house in 1975/6. Still time for birthdays.



1989 
Jenny & Martin 

with Sam. 
Lounge & 

Landing pics

1988-89
Martin & Jenny 

with Sam
 

4th birthday



1990



1991 Extension
 No planning needed -  Phil 
labouring & Brian back for brick 
laying



1992 
 James's last day at school and in the 

"Winchmore" kitchen. Patio building with 
brick walls and paving blocks. Sam's 

hamsters arrive.



 The original doorbell which is still 
going strong in 2026 can be seen  

just here>>>>>>>>>>>>>   

1992-93
 On the right two mothers day photos and below some of the 

visiting "Dutch" (exchange) football team, two of whom 
stayed at number 55. 

Above left the new Gateway computer is fitted. 





1993  Joanne
An earlier entry, around 1980, covered fostering at 
number 55. Joanne our final foster placement 
happened in 1993 when Joanne was 15. Joanne moved 
into the room at the front of the house downstairs. 
She was confident, bubbly and very popular, her age 
midway between James and Mary  so three lively mid - 
teenagers in the house (or not in the house!). Jo's 
family problems meant that she needed somewhere to 
stay until she became 16 when other options would be 
available. It was good to hear of her progress after 
she had moved on and she visited us with her young 
son as a proud mother a few years later.
Despite her confidence she was camera shy so all but 
one of her pictures are in on the oposite page and 
taken when six of us visited Brittany for a summer 
holiday in a mobile home rented off one of Kath's 
work colleagues and Jo became very relaxed. However 
on one occasion Jo came back to the caravan very 
upset and distraught . Together with James and Mary 
they had set off seeking a disco they had heard of 
and Mary had became detached from Jo. Mary did 
soon return soon and safely as we expected, it did  
though highlight the togetherness that I felt existing 
during Jo's time with us. I recall another occasion Jo 
returning home early one evening anxious to talk to 
Sam in a caring way about a story Sam had mentioned 
that she had been reading at school. There was 
another supporting gesture of Jo's towards one of 
her friends in the same school year. Her friend had 
disagreed with her parents so Jo secretly arranged to 
sneak her friend into our house to sleep (in a sleeping 
bag) in Jo's room. It only happened once or twice 
before all was resolved (discovered!). 



1994
Sam is 10
Mary is 16
Kath is 42



1995



1996 - Mary 18 
Sam 12



1996 - 1997
Last days - Sam at Black Firs, Mary 

at Heathfield - James is 20 and with a 
Triumph Acclaim



1998  - plans for new conservatory



1998 - 1999 Deceptive calm? 



1999

24th June 1999
Celebrating the 80th birthday of Ada Walton (Yates)
From the left Neil Shenton, Eric Foden,  Irene Bell, 

Kath, Pam Shenton, Alan Bell



2000 and the conservatory is built - and 
so is a new fireplace



2001



2002
Sam is 18

Kath & Phil 30th Anniversary. 
Megan, Ray Cody Sam over 
from Canada. Jenny & Dave



2003

Removal of the 
"old" shed, 

Sophie Eve Bell 
visits with 

mother Helen and 
Grandmother 

Irene



2004

Out with the Winchmore "Maple"  
kitchen

In with the IKEA "Adel" kitchen
Brother Ray over from Canada 

assisted with the new Lintel install
He was also much better than Phil at 

plastering  



2005

2005



2006 Hello Jacob
and Isabella Pinkett with Kath



Jacob - memories:-
55 Longdown Road 

My thoughts by Jacob Walton Williams (first Grandchild of Kath & 
Phil Walton) 

Favourite room?

Study because I used to play on the computers in there all the time 
with Isaac.

Favourite spot?

The garden because it's so big to play proper football

Best meal at Granny's?

Jacket potato cheese and beans

Old furniture toys or clothes toys you remember well?

I don't have a toy but a thing I do remember and loved was a kid 
was the Fort.

Earliest memory of Granny's house?

I kicked a tree on the front of the house and ran away from a wasp 
nest and got stung twice.

Favorite activity game inside and outside?

Has to be playing football with William

Winter memory?

Building snowmen with the kids in the garden

Summer memory?

Not quite summer but doing the egg hunt at easter time with 
everyone

What’s the biggest difference between how it looked when you 
were younger to how it looks today?

Upgraded a lot of things like the furniture in the lounge and a newer 
kitchen

Best thing about Granny's house?

Best place for chilling out and getting lots of Ice Cream and 
chocolate as a kid. 

Anything else that you remember well?

That's all I think ­ Thank you........Jacob 



2007
Jacob visits as does little Sam



2008

Refitting the
 en suite

Ben & Isabella checking on 
the Hamsters >>>>>



2009



2010 - Here is Isaac



Isaac- memories:-
55 Longdown Road 

My thoughts by Isaac James Walton (second Grandchild and 
second Grandson of Kath & Phil Walton) 

Favourite room?
It didn't take much deliberation to narrow it down to either the 
Kitchen or the Dining Room. Both hold a large array of memories – 
yet if i had to pick one, I would pick the Dining Room. The memory 
of sitting around the table with all the family to eat Christmas (or any 
other celebratory) dinner is something that I feel would be simply 
impossible to recreate. 

Favourite spot?
When I was younger, probably sitting on the carpet in the living 
room. Some amazing memories there. As for more recently, I 
reckon the left side (when facing the fireplace) of the sofa 
immediately present on the right when you enter the living room 
from the front door. Always has been my favourite spot to sit in. 

Best meal at Granny's?
I feel moreso that the best meal wasn't for the meal itself (although 
amazing) but the memories and atmosphere of eating it. This is 
obviously the Christmas Dinner (specifically in the dining room). 

Old furniture toys or clothes toys you remember well?
My two favourites are pretty undisputable – both the Fort that I used 
to play with Jacob in alongside the swings in the corner of the 
garden. Many memories with Molly, William and Poppy here. 

Earliest memory of Granny's house?
Two things immediately pop to mind here – playing Roblox with 
Jacob in the study/office room upstairs, and this game I used to play

with Granny in which there would be a tray of items, before a tea 
towel was placed over them and one item removed at random. I 
can't exactly remember when either of these were, but it is as far 
back as I can remember. 

Favorite activity/game inside and outside?
I'd say my favourite activity inside is pretty variable – most things we 
did were always fun. As for outside, I used to really enjoy the 
swings. 

Winter memory?
Again, this has to go to the Christmas dinner. Nothing really beats a 
roast with all the comedic party hats and jokes. 

Summer memory?
Playing outside in the garden – especially on the swings or the 
monkey bars when they were out. 

What’s the biggest difference between how it looked when you 
were younger to how it looks today?
I'd say the renovation made the largest difference. It now looks 
much more modern (although me personally, I do prefer this). 

Best thing about Granny's house?
Easily the people. Both Granny and Grandad are some of the 
kindest people I've ever met and I always used to look forward to 
playing with my cousins. Obviously it's also a given how much I love 
my Dad aswell.

Anything else that you remember well?
It's pretty niche but I always used to love playing and talking with 
Mary and Ben – especially Ben's "tickle guns" is a memory that I 
don't think I'll ever forget.
Thank you



2011 Here comes Molly



Molly - memories:-
55 Longdown Road 

My thoughts by Molly Samantha Burgess (first Grandaughter of 
Kath & Phil Walton) 

Favourite room?

Computer room upstairs

Favourite spot?

Garden

Best meal at Granny's?

Spag Bol, Salmon

Old furniture toys or clothes toys you remember well?

Pink and white dolls house, dressing up dolls, playing in the 
caravan

Earliest memory of Granny's house?

Walking outside in Granny's heels, being with Henry

Favorite activity/game inside and outside?

Inside computer, outside sitting with Granny and East egg huntsild

Winter memory?

Building snowmen

Summer memory?

Paddling pool

What’s the biggest difference between how it looked when you 
were younger to how it looks today?

Added a door to the Conservatory

Best thing about Granny's house?

Garden

Anything else that you remember well?

Baking with Granny



2012 ­ The Drakeford clock should be included 
somewhere! ­ Emma's family ­ Anne, Frank and Claire 

visit & the Cherry in spring



2012 Ruby Wedding



2013



William - memories:-
55 Longdown Road 

My thoughts by William Thomas Burgess (third Grandson of Kath & 
Phil Walton) 

Favourite room?

Computer room upstairs

Favourite spot?

Conservatoryl

Best meal at Granny's?

Christmas dinner ­ yorkshire pudding

Old furniture toys or clothes toys you remember well?

Lego, red bike, fort, going round the house on the back of the bike 
when Molly rode it. (Edit ­ for a photo of this go forward four pages)
Earliest memory of Granny's house?

Being with Henry

Favorite activity/game inside and outside?

Inside computer, outside outside football, riding my bike.

Winter memory?

Mum pulling me in my red sledge in the snow in the back garden

Summer memory?

Playing football

What’s the biggest difference between how it looked when you 
were younger to how it looks today?

Different kitchen

Best thing about Granny's house?

The Garden

Anything else that you remember well?
Baking with Granny, Easter egg hunt



2013-2014



Poppy - memories:-
55 Longdown Road 

My thoughts by Poppy Jaqueline Kate Burgess (second 
Granddaughter of Kath & Phil Walton) 

Favourite room?

Computer room

Favourite spot?
Garden with J

Best meal at Granny's?

Egg and bacon

Old furniture toys or clothes toys you remember well?

Playing in the caravan

Earliest memory of Granny's house?

Being with Henry

Favorite activity/game inside and outside?

Talk to Granny and Grandad football

Winter memory?

Building snowmen 

Summer memory?

Bouncy Castle party. When the ball got hit in my face by Uncle Ben

What’s the biggest difference between how it looked when you 
were younger to how it looks today?
More pictures in the hall now and then

Best thing about Granny's house?
Back garden and biscuit tin. Grannys lollys.

Anything else that you remember well?

Easter Egg hunt decorating Granny's christmas tree



2014



2014-2015



2015



2016

2015 



2016 - 2017



2017 - 2018

2017 - 2018 more kitchen & patio 
changes



2018 -2019



2020



20212021



2022
Includes our sponsored 
Rheads Meadow bench



2022-2023

A flood while we are in 
Thailand



2023-2024

More flood pics



2025



2026

Phil's final thoughts  - "bring on the next 50!"



Some assorted pictures that missed the main book. Clockwise from top 
left James just arrived, the big vegetable garden, Ada & Harold 1976, 

James & Mary dancing & reading, Sam walking @ 11 months, ready for the 
spring fair in 1986, building the porch in 1987, Mary's birthday party.


